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GIORDANO BRUNO 



Butchered to make a Koman holiday. 

J'ut to death for opinion- sake without the shedding of blood. 

The history of Freethought contains no more sublime character 
than that of (iiordano Bruno who was burnt alive on the Campo de 
WatUt in tii«' ( itv of Rome, 1600, by an edict of the Inquisition 
boCQOMl of tti alleged heretical teachings. To such heroes, to such 
martyrs Kiwi bought owes a debt of gratitude, their martyrdom 
being ■OOOMMiy to tftllftrhh tho living and eternal truths of the 
physical universe. His funeral pyre was built within plain view of the 
Vatican and on that sacred sjsd there now stands a marble monu- 
ment to his memory, erected l.y the Fi eel hinkers of Europe and 
America. I menace to I'opery and Superstition, a threat of what 
will probably occur should such conduct ever l»e attempted again. 

(iinnh.no Brmmol What glory it coniaincd in that name! The 
|MgM "t history are enriched by bis heroism. He was born at 
.N. la. near Naples, in the year 1548 and he became an open advocate 
Of the (opernieian IjTOtOOJ which brought him into conflict with 
the ecch-iastical authorities. Copernicus had been dead ten years 
when Bruno ■ li bon but the later promulgated the teachings of 
that great scholar. When but fifteen years of age he became a 
novice in the monastery of San Domenico Maggiore, later taking 
the monastic vows. His studies led him into heresy and a charge 
was drawn up against him although but sixteen years of age. Still 
another iOOttflOtfol followed, and a third, when he was compelled" 
to loot safety in flight. After an experience in continental Europe 
he finally went to London where he became reader at the Oxford 
t niversity and was drawn into a discussion upon the Copcrnican 
astronomy with the orthodox professors of that historical institu- 
tion. He Went back to I'a ris, and later taught at Wittenburg, in 
(lerinany. for two years, when a professing nobleman lured him into 
Venice when he was betrayed to tin- Inquisition. He was trans- 
ferred l.y his accusers to Koine and languished for seven years in a 
foul dungeon with innumerable tortures being imposed upon him to 
compel a recantation and an acceptance of the "true faith." He 
remained steadfast in his right amfon February 10th, in the year 
1000. he was hd forth to the Holy church of Santa Maria, and there 
n-ceived sentence to be burned alive, Jin the Inquisitorial judge was 
ibo«1 to pass sentence upon him Bruno interrupted him, saying, 
"You an- mofO timid to pronounce my sentence" than I to receive 
it." Another Kofatft Emmet t and a forerunner of that sterling 
Irish patriot. 

PHOT to his execution Bruno was allowed one week in which 
to rellect upon his punishment with a view to obtaining a recanta- 
tion. He indignantly refused, .lust one week from his sentence, or, 
more accurately speaking, on the 17th day of February, 1000, Bruno 
was led from his dungeon again and publicly burned alive, or, 
"hutehered to make a Roman holiday." As the flames began to lick 
his life away the assembled priests presented the crucifix for him 
to kiss, but the noble martyr contemptuously pushed it aside and 
died without the slightest complaint and his stoic resolve forbid him 
to even utter a groan in his great agony. 

Contrast this superb character with that of Jesus. The laTTer 
eri.vl out in agony when he was on the cross, "My god, my god, 
why hast thou forsaken me." Bruno uttered not a word but met his 
doom with the leonine courage that has stamped hira a hero in 
secular history. 



Bruno is described as being short of stature, agile in frame, of 
meaner body, a thin and pallid face, a thoughtful expression, a 
glance both piercing and melancholy, brown hair and beard, a manner 
courteous and gentle. The reproduction on the first page of this 
iss| 1( . oi the Blade is the l»cst available picture we could get of 
him and it is given, showing that he was still a young man when 
the borrlbk Inquisition put him to death in such a cruel manner. 

Knowing what his fate would be should he ever venture to 
return to his native land, he carefully kept out of harm's way. On 
Friday, May U, lf>!h>. one, Mocenigo, a former pupil and patron, 
now became his betrayer. The latter forcibly entered the bed-room 
at l'adua, where Bruno was asleep and on a pretext of wishing to 
talk with him, led him to a garret, where the unsuspecting hero 
willingly went, and once there, his former friend locked him in and 
held him until the officers of the Inquisition arrived and took him 

to prison. Never did him destiny furnish an end so fearful and 

so heartrending as that which hefel (iiordano Bruno. He died for 
the rights of man, for freedom of conscience. His only warfare 
was against theological darkness and he sought to pierce the gloom 
with the light of science. Although he disappeared from earth in a 
flame of fire he was given a new Birth, as it were, and from the 
smoldering ashes of his human frame there rose a new Bruno, a 
Bruno of history, a Bruno of immortal name and fame, a Bruno, 
who suffered death for all mankind. BoNtfttg that the human mind 
was destined for knowledge and freedom he labored for that end 
alone. His doctrines, his beliefs, were really the foundations of 
mental freedom, afterward- lHaHrad to a -icatei or less degree, for 
among other things he taught: — 

"Our opinions do not depend upon ourselves; evidence, the force 
Of circumstance, reason, impel them upon ik If no man, therefore, 
thinks what he wishes nor as he wishes, no one has the right of 
compelling another to think as he does. i;\e, v man ought to tolerate 
with patience, nay, with indulgence, the beliefs of his neighbor. 
Toleration, that natural faith graven upon all well born hearts, the 
fruit oi the enlightened reason, is an indispensable requirement of 
logic, as well as a precept of morality." 

From the foregoing quotation the character of Bruno can well 
he Jaj f Od iin.l this was the man whom the Christian priests con- 
demned to such | death. Freet hinkcis ha\e long urged that Shelley 
had in mind the death of Bruno, when he wTote Queen Mab, and 
incorporated these words: — 

"I was an infant when my mother went 

To see an Atheist burned. She took me there. 

The dark -robed priests were met around the pile. 

The multitude was gazing silently; 

And as the culprit passed with dautless mien, 

Tempered disdain in his unaltering eye, 

Mixed with a quiet smile, shone calmly forth; 

The thirsty lire crept round his manly limbs: 

His resolute eyes were scorched to blindness soon; 

His death pang rent my heart! The insensate mob 

I ftered a cry of Triumph, and I wept. 

•Weep not, child,' said my Mother, for that 

Man hath said, 'there is no god.' 

There is no god! 

Why Nature, herself, proclaims the faith his death 
(iroan sealed. 
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Another Revision of the Holy Bible |: 



Recent Orders From the Vatican Suggests 
That Even Roman Catholics Have Out- 
grown the Vulgate Edition. 

(By Josephine K. Henry.) 

A dispatch from Rome says (hat the Pope 
has ordered a new revision of the Vulgate, 
or latin version of the Mb!* 

The Pope Iiuh placed the work in the hands 
off Abott Gaspuet the hea<t of the Order of 
llent'diet ines, the Abbot to scleeet his learned 
asHociates to revise and correct God's word, 
which has been proclaimed the inerrant and 
infallible word of God. since the last doctor- 
ing it had at the hands of the clergy. I 
do not know whether the laity will be pun- 
ished for believing and living up to the mis 
takes in the version now to be revised. It 
really seems it would not be just to punish 
them, but ''the ways of Providence are past 
finding out." Bible revision has been going 
on for ages and Doctors of Divinity have had 
a trust on the business. It always seemed 
to me sacreligious to be a Doctor of God. 
Surely the Almighty, All-wise, All-powerful 
and Perfect God does not need the doctoring 
of puny men, and it seems to me to perilous 
presumption to l>e a D. D. (a Doctor of God) 
K\ ery prayer offered is an attempt to revise 
and direct Qod'l methods of dealing with his 
erea lures, and such dictation exaggerates the 
ego of the dictator and revisor % until it seems 
to annul the will and word of the Father, 
.Son and Holy Ghost. Why should God's 
word ever have been revised? Surely God 
knew what he wanted to say to the human 
race, and how to say it. 

When an ordinary mortal writes a book 
it is against the law for others to quote 
without credit, correct, ravise, eliminate and 
add to the contents, if they do they are held 
accountable by the author, and the world 
condem8 them as literary purloiners and 
meddlers. Hut when God wrote a book, the 
whole Christian world proceeded to tear the 
Divine literary production into shreds, throw- 
ing out whole oooks, revising and interpolat 
ing chapters and sentences, declaring that 
(Jod wrote this, but he did not write that. 
The inspired word they keep in God's Book, 
and tho uninspired word they throw out, 
and an this time while such liberties with 
the Hible are being taken, the Divine Author 
enters not a word of protest against the 
presumption of "worms, of the dust" for 
tampering with the divine literary produc- 
tion. Surely this is an evidence that God is 
long suffering under great provocation. It 
is written "man is made in the image of God" 
(some men do not reflect great credit on 



their make, and cannot certainly be an im- 
proved edition of their heavenly Father). 
Put certain it is, whether men resemble their 
heavenly parent or not, thev must write 
perplexm-jlv like God, for the religious wor.d 
has never heen able to agree as to how much 
Of the Holy Scriptures were written by God, 
and how much oy his creatures, mere men. 

The Bible says if you "sin against the Holy 
Qbotl you cannot oe forgiven in this worut 
or the world to come.' Surely the Bible 
revisionists put themselves in jeopardy, since 
(Jod writes so alarmingly like man, the world 
has never decided which was which, and now 
the Pope, God's representative on earth, finds 
it necessary to make another trial to find out 
what God did, or did not write. 

Does it not seem strange that God should 
afflict his representative on earth with the 
gout? Surely ae can not represent Divinity 
as ably or effectually with the gout as with- 
out it, but we are taught that 

"God moves in a mysterious way, , 

His wonders to perform." 

It is claimed that Jehovah the God of the 
Jews wrote the Old Testament, this was be- 
fore the Son and tho Holy Ghost became 
port! of the God head, the Trinity, three 
Uodl in one, yet only one God. If Jehovah 
was tin- exclusive author of the Old Testa- 
ment he certainly proves himself not only a 
writer of the ages before whom all the war 
riors of the ages appear like tin soldiers. 
From the murder of Abel with which (Jod 
begtftl his Book to the murmurings of 
Ma belli where "Thus saith the Lo.d" yet I 
loved Jacob, and I hated Ksau and laid his 
mountains and his heritage waste for the 
dragons of tho wilderness. Whereas Kdom 
saith "we are impoverished, but he will re- 
turn and build the desolate places, Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, They shall build, ai I 
I will throw down the people against w),om 
the liord hath indignation, forever 

One has but to read Jehovah's Hook to find 
out that the sacred author was in a towering 
rage from Genesis to Malachi whose last 
words are "Lest I come and smite the earth 
with a curse" nearly every page of the Old 
Testament is drenched in blood, and if all the 
murders recorded therein were counted in 
comparison, the warfare of nations would ap 
pear insignificant. It is to I* hoped that the 
Pope's Bible revisionists will give careful 
statistics regarding murder, theft, debauch- 
ery, female commodity, lying, deceit, hypo- 
crisy ami cowardice, all of which are taught 
in one single chapter, Genesis 34 and treated 
of in realistic style throughout the entire 
book. A Bible student will observe what the 



divino author considered his finest chapter 
for he gives it twice over, word for word. 
Tfceaj identical chapters are 19th chapter of 
II King*, and .u\\\ chapter of Isaiah. God 
mii-t ha\e considered this the most import- 
ant part Of Hi- Book to ha\e repeated it 
twice ovor. It is up to the revisionists to 
uiterpret this repeated chapter, tor it is high 
time it was explained M the world may know 
uh.it hearing it lu»a on the salvation of the 
human race. We are told to "search the 
Script ores to find eterna. lite." All who de- 
sire "atonal lite" would do so if they could 
only lind out what the Scriptures are, and 
what they mciin. 

Certainly the only twice roptotod chapter 
in the Holy Hook must be genuine. A volume 
could be written on this one chapter and the 
rope's revisionists should concentrate their 
IftOrpfWf on it. lor the life of me 1 cannot 
lOt what hearing it has on 'eternal life.' 
How Ile/ekiah, Kliaknn. Shebna, Rab-shaken, 
N.irhakah. (io/an. Haran. RoSOpk, Hamath, 
Sennacherib. Andranunelech and Sharzer, 
from the oHiM oi Scpharvaim, H.na, and 
hah load to -eternal life" cannot he found 
0U( ny •careful reading. Who these celebrities 
wen-, or where the>e cities were, the Lord 
in heaven onty knows, for no one on tae 
earth know- or ever will know, unless the 
Pop. -, re\i>iuni>ts dig up this knowledge. 
Two rOfaot of the chapter need special at- 
tention. The 28th verse says "Because thy 
rage against nie an . thy tumult is come up 
into mine ears, therefore 1 will put my 
hook in thy nose and my bridle 
in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the 
way by which thou earnest." \,.w this hook 
in the no«e hiispess would scare the ordinary 
Mortal away from the search for "eternal 
life" and if one is to he turned back with a 
hook in the BOaO, ami a hridle in the lips, it 
wou.il save the pain and humiliation to let 
the revisionists nm. the path. Pait the most 
startling thing in literature is the 35th verse 
of this wonderful caapter. It says "and u 
came to pa- that night the angel of the 
Lord went out and smote in the camp of the 
Assyrians an hundred fourscore and ti\o 
thousand: and when the\ urose early in the 
morning, hchold they were an dead corp-es." 

Now what do you think of that ? 

One angel slew 185,000 Assyrians in one 
night. This exceeds any warlike demonstra- 
tion from the nine * War in ucaven when 
Main was thrown OfOf the ha t tlenients, to 
the battle of Mukden. One angel like Out 
would ha\e heen invaluahle in our civil war, 
or to Raatai in its late unpleasantness with 
Japan. Put think of 185,000 soldiers being 
-lain in one night, and waking up early in 
the morning to lind themselves dead OOTPaoa. 
Of course it tbty had found themselves living 
aOffOOl the rati and fame of that angel would 
BftVO heen .liilerent. If military ex«eutlon 
NUOrat a clear title to angelhood this an-el 
could 

"Head his title clear to mansions in the 
skies." 
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Hm 24th rOTM of thi- chapter that needs 
tin- tttftlofl of th«- revisionists says, "I 
h;i n «* digged and drunk strange VltiN, and 
with tbt Milt of my feet have 1 dried up all 
t lif rivers af bOOafgod place-." It does not 
-ay who these f«'«t b t l OO g od to, but whoever 
pottt tt od th.in certainly deserved their name 
roeordod in Holy Writ. 

hud says a pertinent tliintr in I Thes- 
*n Ionian* 2—11 which may have some bear- 
ing on 1 hi- wonderful c.iapter, "God shall 
-end ihein strong delusion, that they should 

hdieve | lie." 

The roapogflibility of Hi hie revisionists is 
fearful, for the Mbit says they shall incur 
tho penalty of having "their names taken 
out of the l.anihs BOOK On Lift, if they add 
one pot or tittle" to the Holy Book, so many 
well BMOOJag -can-he. of the Scf iptT tt have 

\o§H t bair p a a a p ort , to Hoaroo by adding to, and 
taking a way Iron the Word of the Law, un- 

lil hut little is left hut jot- ami tittle.. 

Bid two memhers of this Trinity were 
authors. Qod ihe Father is claimed wrote 
the Ok) Testament, ami the Holy Qboot wroie 
the New Testament. M the Son wrote no 
books. He leit not a line or a word of His 
eompo.ii ion. It i- recorded by the Holy 
QbooJ that on one occasion God the MM 
*Wft>tc on the Mind." St. Jerome and St. 

Uhryaootoai who are accepted authority by 

the Tope. bOtl My Cod the Soil could not 
write or rtt either. 

When Cod wrote the Mihle lie ga \ e it in 
keeping to the Jew-. They were not to read 
it. He commanded them to "lake the Hook 
Of Law and put i into the side of the Ark 
of the covenant of the Lord your Qod, that 
it may bt there for a witjios against thee 
Dent ll-St, The ark was to he kept in the 
holiest recess (»f the temple and the high 
priest was ordere in U'vuicii- 1ft 2 "Not 
to oOOat at all time- into the holy plaee 
within the rati before i he mercy seat which 
it upon the ark. tha, he Oil not." In 1 Sam- 
uel Lt-lfl i- daocr.ood bow carefully tbt orb 
toBtohrteg U00V1 Hook was goordod. They 

read 'and the |Ojojt0 mice according to the 
number of all the cities of the IMiilistines, 

belonging to the ve lonh. hoth of fawad 

titita, and of country fUltftl, e\en unto the 
gfaai -tone af Abe), where on t uc v Wti down 
the ark af MM Lard) which -tone lemaineth 
unto this day iu the held of Jotbua the 
Pet h-hemite. " instead of placing his Hook 
in the Ark one would sup|*w»e if Cod really 
wauled to guide ^i- dbildrtfl to "eternal life" 
bt would ha\e -een to it. I hat it had a wide 
eirculat ion, hut i.e did not. and n-tead he- 
cause some of the men of Het h shemesh 
peeped into the hox that held Cod - Hook III 
I Sainml I 1!» we are told CM "-mote the 
men of Beth sheine-h boOMM they had 
looked into Ul ark of tho Lord, even he 
smote of the people of fifty thousand and 
three -core ami ten men' and the account 
see u i - to indicate t at the people of Kirjatn- 
jeariin were scared nearly to death, and no 
wonder, when 50 or 70 me were killed be- 



caused two of their neighbors had looked 
into the box that held God'l hook. No one 
knew a word that was in the Book but in 
Kxodue 25 22 we are told Cod said to Moses 

I here I will meet thee, and I will com- 
mune with thee, from above the mercy seat, 
from between the two cherubims which are 
upon the Ark of the ttottaoay of all things 
which 1 will giro thee in commandment unto 
tlie children of Israel." Moses i. considered 
a model of meekness, but he should also have 
been famous for his bravery to meet Cod at 
the mercy seat in the ark. after the divine 
author had killed 50.070 Mien for merely look- 
ing in the bOS that nelu this Hook. 

What the people were doing tor spiritual 
guidance all this time, I do not know but 
it is up to tin' Hope's revisionists to find out. 
it is recorded that the Ark containing the 
Hook of the Law was not o|hii.<| until in the 
reign of Solomon. And when the Ark was 
opened- think of the terror of the discovery 
Cods Hook was not there. 

The Ark is 00701 board of again except an 
intimation that Jeremiah hid it in a cave on 
.Mount I'isgah. Jeremial was lucky to have 

taoapod with Ins lite, hut at leoajif to bora 
spent the remnant of his days writing the 
Lamentations of .lercniiah. Three hundred 
and fifty years after Solomon's one thou-and 
widow- had worn deep mourning for their 
leige lord, builded monuments and planted 
llowers at his grave, a high priest found tin- 
Hook oi the Law, 2nd Kings 22-8 says 
"Hilkiah, the high prjoat, -aid unto Shaphan 
I bt aarlbOi I have found the ,,ook of the 
Law in the house ol the Lord." It is up to 
the Hope - revisioni-t- to prove the authenti- 
city of Helkiah's find. Reviewing what the 
hook ha- cost the world in fear, blood, tears, 
and treasure, it 0000*1 a pity that it ever w a. 
found. 

The immortal Saladin who wielded tht 
stionge-t pen on the planet, and who shook 
the temple of superstition from foundation 
-tone to steeple >a\s of the "Hook of the 
Uw." "livery leaf has proVOd the parent of 
di\i-ion. aObJan and hate. K\ery line has 
been a low of dragon', teeth, from which 
ha\e -piling a crop of armed men. Every 
word ha- been an an\il. upon which have 0000 
hammered ten thou-and- -words." 

"livery letter has evolved the fire, t he 
sci Mold, the dungeon and the rack. All the 
ink that has been shed in producing its mil 
lions of millions of copies, is a mere drop in 
the bucket, to the niercile.. deluge of blood, 
with which it has drenched the lire blackened 
plain- and ruined cities of the world. And 
the fetter- of iron which it has rtrotod UpOOj 
the limbs of the most valiant of our race, 
are- as nothing to Lie shackles of intellectual 
bondage which worn for long ages, have made 
Humanity an aggregation of credulous para- 
sites, crushed by a superstition under the 
weight of which all creation froOJM," 

The church of Home must be in the throes 
of Involution for tne Hope to order a re- 
vision of the Bible for Home has always 



opposed it- translation out of the "original 
tongue-. •• It tbt icsi-ioni-ts are siezed with 
vio.ent attacks of inspiration they may 
bring more light to the World than the votes 
and revisions of Church Councils and the 

The Catholic- say the Hooks of Yobit and 
Judith. Wisdom Lccleciaet icus, Banish, the 
Judith, Wisdom BooitlloOthlti Baiinh, the 
KpiatlO of Jeremiah, the song of the Three 
C hildren. Su-anna Hel and Dragon, and 

MaoOOl - art ail genuine and include them 

in the Catholic Bible. Tht protestants de- 
clare all (boat Hook- are -pinion- and have 
thrown them out of the Hrote.tant Bible. 

If (iod did write these books in the Catho- 
lie Bihle. the I'lot e-t ant - ha\c much to 
an-wer for, and if Qod did not wTite these 
Hooks the Catholics should OOYOf neglect go- 
ing to confession for they have grievous sins 
to DO forgiven, (iod doOf not -cem to want 
his children to underhand his hook perhaps 
lor the rea-on the lc- they understand it. 
the more tboy believe it. Thousands have 
-pent their lives reading and repeating like 
parrots a jargon abottt every thing under tbt 
sun, moon and stars except common sense. 
Wadfalg through cruelty, brutality, obscenity 
and conglomerate ■oaaOBOt to find "eternai 
life." Think of a human being counting the 
letter- in the Bible, and finding 3,567,180, 
hunting for the middle chapter and finding 
it to he Joh 20th and that the word Jehovah 
occur- OjtM time-. I hink of wasting time 
and vitality with siien things with the idea 
that it was .civ ing Cod and securing 
-Cternal life." 

Did f0« ever try to tind anything in the 
Bible? |t is much aajior to find tin- lo-t 
rrlbot of hra.d. Ifoiobtoodtk, lh.' L.st Chord, 
or the man that struck Hilly Patterson. The 
preacher, and tbt fof)t himself can't do it 
without a concordance and aside from a few 
thread hare text- not BJM person in a mil- 
lion can .pioic i; raroot oorrooUy ami toll 

where they can 00 found. You can tell 
tbt mo-t devout Hihle students of a hundred 
imprint able things in the Bible, and they 
will vow tboy M* '»"t then-, and when you 
show them they devoutly say, "we are not 
allowed to understand such in v-t cries, it does 
not mean what it says." Hihle <pioters gen 
erally make a muddle oi it. An old man I 
know IT bt carries a Bible in hi- pocket, re- 
cently said to me that this oitttOT had been 
hard on him. He said "I am out of work, my 
cow died, ami now my folks are down with 
the pneumonia, but C always trust in the 
Lord. The Hihle -ay- "whom the Lord loveth 
he chaseth." ami it looks like the Lord has 
haoa chasing me up hill, and down dale for 
the past sixty year-." 

Ihe Hopes Hihle resi-iouists should make 
it plain why for the KMtTt -al vat ion it is 

aoaaoaary to know that shem, bopM 

Arpluixad. Kher begat peleg. and llaran begat 
Lot, and to keep up with the progeny ot a 
few thousand more. Bible gentlemen, it 
-cem. to me MMb Hihle students are en 
titled to a longer eternal life than usual. 
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h OUgftt to I)*' explained how t ho 28th nnd 
•i'.Mli HIM1 ot the -i\th chapter of 11 Kings 

cm promote food moral-, it iayi "Ami the 

kinj Mid unto her. what nileth thee? and she 
MU#ercd. This woman -aid unto inn, Give 
thy son. t hut we may cat him today, and 
we will cat thy MB tomOTfOW, So we boiled 
my -on. a»i 4M <at him: and I said unto 
bar "ii tlM ne\t oay OiTl thy KM that we 
may eat linn, and -he hid bat -on." How in 
the nana- of BOWIW -ei.se cm that help peo- 
ple to »ct to heaven: ThOM women -hoiild 
not only have their names taken from the 
church hooks, hnt Iron. I he "l.ainhs Book of 
Life" also. I hope for the sake of good 
morals that the Pope- iw b i. mists will find 
out that tiod did not write the "Songs of 
Solomon." and the "I took of Ruth." They 
seem entirely unworthy a Divine author. 
Thrt revi-ioni-ts should settle once for ail 
whether the Hebrew eh NNMllog V . Of that of 
the Scptua^int is correct. The Hebrew ac- 
count -ay I Abraham ill born MM ,\<ar- 
after Cod created the world. ami the 
Septuagint -ays it was IW>\\* years after 
"(Jod created the heavens and the earth." A 
little dillerencc of MM yearn is slight dis- 
eivpa my, hut the world should know the 
correct date of the hirth of Abraham, for all 
MM saints expect to n-t in his botOM. The 
Hihlc revisionist- have u fearful rcsp,„,-i 
hility as millions have placed their destinv 
in Bible truth. 

There arc a few* thou>and other discrep- 
ancies. BjriteilM and cont radictions in the 

Hot) Book that should be rabaUttad to the 

revisionists hut the Plade readers cannot 
hear them all now, >o I must call a halt on 
thi- \ oliiniinoiis subject. 



From the Mouth of a Babe. 

One BMrslag a Sunday school was ahout to 
bi tUtltm d and the youngsters were al 
ready in anticipation of relaxing their cramped 
little limbs after he hours of confinement 
nn -'might hacked chairs and benches, when 
the supi'i -intendeiit arose ami. instead of the 
u-ual dfcmiMiali announced: "Ami now, chil- 
dren, let me introduce Mr. Smith, who will 
fin us a short talk." 

Mr. Smith smilingly arose, and after gaz- 
ing impressively around the class room, he 
gan with: "I hardly know what to say," 
when the whole school was convulsed to hear 
a small, thin voce oack in the rear lisp: 

"Thay amen and tint down!' 



Hard to Digest 



"I'm afraid I'll disagree with von." remarked 
Jonah as the whale -wallowed him. 

"Perhaps." replied the whale; "hut it won't 
l>o a thfWlin stance to the way the theolog* 

iaaa irill disagree when they oosm to dimae 

this incident." 



| PROHIBITION AND FREETHOUGHt| 

(By A. A. Snow.) 

A week or -o ago I saw the question W9M 
-prung in voiir journal and di-cus-cd hetween 
you and others; "QMI « Freethinker con- 
■isttBlly bl a l'rohihitioni-t ' ' Though it 
wa> conceded , hat there were a numher of 
Freethinker-, who wen* Prohibit ionists, the 
conclu-ion was dmwn that Prohibition «M •» 
should g«» down in hi-tory as the Ant is. If 
Christian movement ami the Freethinkers 
my name should he fortunate enough to have 
a place in hi-tory I want it -aid that I have 
stood on the Prohibition platform as long 
as I have heen a Freethinker; and I am will- 
ing to run my chance-, as to the judgment 
ot the world during a future age when the 
race will he older and more capahle of judg- 
ing on this suhjeet than they are now. 

Ihit Brat] Caa a Christian he a consistent 
Prohibit ionist ? L say he cannot. Prohibi- 
tion fundamentally contradicts original 
Clui-t ianity. w hii h represent- JeSOl aa 0 
wine manufacturer and a wine drinker. A 
FriH-t hinker can consistent ly change when he 
lind- he was wrong but a Christian cannot. 
No message from (iod can he improved upon. 
Now while Prohibition is an Infidel movement 
(infidel to original Christianity) it also might 
not he a Freethought movement. I grant. 
But -np|M>M' that it tinally turns out that 
Prohibition, a tie. many falls, defeats, and 
failure, proves, like the Abolition of shivery, 
to he the proper thing and one of the greatest 
emancipations ever offered the race; and 
-uppose the Christians all along espoused it 
and waded through hloody seas in defense 
of it while Freethinkers were a III along pull- 
ing hack and fighting it, and the whisky ring 
and the Freethinkers were patting each otlfer 
on the hack ami saying; "You and I are 
rowing the MUM bc«it." Then after that 
would it not U- a little late for m Free* 
thinkers to get into thai hand wagon and 
say that Prohibition is an intidcl movement, 
not withstanding it is). And would not this 
-i.ccc-s (all Christians) give them a new 
Iqase of power'' The world would never 
know that it was a case of the "Devil rid- 
ing into power in the livery of heave..." 
Bui WOUW give the, the right hand of fel 
h.w-hip, and would he trilling to swallow 
every thing they oiler; their miracles, forged 
papa** tyrannical Sunday laws and intol- 
erance in general. 

Now there are two distinct though related 
.piestious to -ettlc; First, Is Prohibition 
right .' And Second. Will Prohibition pro- 
hi hit | 

I believe in law. I am no Anarchist. No 
Prohibition^ can l>e. I believe in organiza- 
tion to protect the innocent from the inroads 
of the ini|H»sers. (>f course when laws go 
farther than that they are tyrannical. Now 



in as much as liquor is the ca.i-e of ...ore 
imposition, more interfering with the rights 
of the innocent than ail aft* befog the <au-e 
of three-fourths of the crime a- is affirmed 
hy our hest judges; in self deten-e. N 
ciety has a right and it is the proper thing 
tor it to suppress the traffic of the same. 
So far as the right if concerned I do not 
Mi that any kind of regulation of the liquor 

banta a a a oould at right if ProhibHIoa be not 

right It it he wrong to -uppiv-s our liber- 
ties — regarding the use of intoxicants as a 
beverage would it md he wrong to in any 
way to interfere with them - .' Then M far as 
right is concerned we should have either 
absolutely tree w nisky or Prohibition. Hut 
even the liquor dealers themselves do not 
dare to advocate -o radical a inea-ure. They 
once did but do not .hue do it now. Now 
Pro. Hughe- do you really believe the liquor 
dealer* arc hoi.ndeu down to -uch an c\ 
tent that they do not dare to advocate and 
ask for the right. — ,or justice? 

Al to the Mtojfti objection to Prohibition 
rfckj Thai it will not prohibit, I would say 
that liquor men are ntghtj afraid to risk it 
and would much rather 1 i-k being robln'd 
of thousands of dollars in the way of high 
liccn-e, which indeed is but a heavy hribo 
for the privilege of debauchery. And I have 
lately read of breweries co-tin^ thousands 
of dollars being closed on account of it. But 
of course I admit that it does not always 
prohibit, neither does the law against mur 
der always prevent murder. Further we must 
BIAke allowance- for the growth ot sentiment 
and perfect tag of laws enforcing prohibition 
in the future. 



Reforming a Parrot. 

A Pittsburger who ipami a part of last 
-ummer in Fng.and tells an incident which 
-adlv disturbed the religious peace of a pan>n 
in Pen/a nee. 

A maiden lady ot that town owned a par 
rot. which -oinehow acquired the disagreeable 
habit of oh-crving. at frequent intervals: 

"I wi-h the old lady would .lie.' 

I hi- annoyed the bird's owner win* -poke 
to her curate about it. 

"I think we can rectify the matter." re- 
plied the good man. "1 also have a parrot, 
and he is a righteous bird, having been brought 
up in tho way he -hould go. I will lend you 
my parrot, and I trust his inMuciicc will re- 
form that depraved bird of yours." 

The curates parrot was placed in the same 
room with the wicked one. and as soon as they 
had become a.vu-toined to eacn other the had 
bird remarked: 

"I wish the old lady would die." 

Whereupon the clergy man's bird rolled up 
his eyes and in a solemn accent added: 

"We beseech thee to hear us good I/ord!" 

Tlf story got out in the pari-h. and for 
-everal sundays it was neee-aiy to omit the 
litany at the church services.— Pittsburg 
Chronicle. 
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Current Comment on Public Events 



GOING A TRIFLE TOO FAR. 

Love knows no law. 

HtUgkNM Wrtwtltl cannot be successfully 
imposed against marriage. 

Spiritual authority, by whatever name it 
l„. called, or known, may succeed in producing 
a temporary cheek, but when two hearts have 
b6M touched by the llame of Hymen's torch 
an ,l union is desired, priests and prayers, 
.■hun-h or cieed. are futile to prevent. 

g«itt a tempest in a teapot has been 
enttld in tlM J«wMl Temple Kmanu— El, of 
New York, by NMM of the marriage of a 
Jewish girl NNith a malt- Roman Catholic, the 
marriage being denounced by Rabbi Magnes 
M inimical Ul tlM M interests of the Jewish 
rtta an ,| prejudicial to the racial pNHffVlHoi 

|.o\c knows no law. 
•||ow cynically and solemnly true. 

Cupid stops not to inquire into or concern 
ing the religious predilections, but strikes all 
alike with unerring aim. Parental objection, 
where restraint »£M nff f W of greater force, 
has been laugned to WOTB, but for a praiohtr 
of anv denomination to rail at interdenonii- 
nat ional marriages, or intermarriages be- 
tween races or congregations is as futile as 
the fabled command of King Canute to the 
(rata* of old ocean. 

But a *hort time ago, it will be recalled. 
Miss May Stern, daughter of l»uis Stern, 
WU married to Baron de (Jraffenried. The 
lady in the ease was a Jewess. Her husband 
is a Homan Catholic Mal.bi Magnes, in a 
Sunday sermon, denounced the marriage, 
■ad the gili'l father promptly resigned as 

president of the Hoard of Truatoaa, preferring 

charges against the Rabbi. The latter was 
upheld by the church and ixmis Stems quit 
it altogether. Since that time the incident 
has been discussed by Jew ami Centile press 
and various comments have lwen made. 

The Jewish press complains that inter- 
marriages tenda towards the disintegration 
of Jewish communities, as such. The Centile 
press insists upon the right of expatriation 
PfcraQM wlm are indifferent to all religions 
can well afford to look with pity upon both. 

History proves that exclusive race marri- 
ages tends to a rapid decay. New blood puts 
new life into the being and this is as true 
of nations as it is of individuals.. The in- 
tellectual development of the American re 
public and its rapid growth as a world power 
has been largely, if not almost altogether, 
dud to thu cosmopolitan character of our 
people, the eommingly of the different races, 
with intermarriage. On the other hand the 



national decadence of the Orient has come 
from its exclusion. 

In the present case the Jewish claim is 
thai it has lost a me her in that a woman 
loses her nationality by marriage with one 
of another nation, assuming that of her hua- 
band. The complaint, however, has been 
made on religious -grounds only, but it is 
barely possible that Miss Stem, being edu- 
cated to womanhood in Jewish thought, will 
ever become a sincere Roman Catholic. She 
may for the sake of domestic peace, profess 
AO outward toleration of Catholicism, but in 
her heart she will have nothing better than 
a contemptuous indifference for it. On the 
ot her hand it is equally true ihat luer husband 
will never l>o inclined to celebrate any of the 
Jewish festival* i'«»r that same domestic 
. . . . if he lovea his wife more than hi* 
wife's money, he may profess some regard 1 
tor the rights of religions otheH than, his 
own, but he will never turn Jew. Then what 
will be the result? This religious indifference 
will in all probability pass by inheritance to 
their progeny and, reaching maturity, assert 
an independence of all religious faith. 

Roth Jew and Centile may continue to rave 
at such marriages but the business will 
llourish in spite of them. 



WHAT NEXT? 

Christian SoeiaiiBm or social Christianity. 
\\ hich is it to be? 

i:\en at its best the modern orthodox 
i hriallna church presents no clear notion or 
arrangement ot ideas, save in a few non- 
essential fundamentals, and for the most part 
is a mere heterogenic body formed by 
abaoi ption. 

Borrowing its precepts from the pagan 
nations by which its founders were sur- 
rounded, and assimilating social and political 
wherever it went, the Christian 
from the very day of its 
inception down to the present, has been but 
an edeitio faith* one made up of many 
older faiths and parts of new faiths that 
were calculated to aid in its propaganda. 
l\eiN Christian sect is a propagandic sect. 
I ach sect will as readily proselyte among the 
members of other sects as they will work 
upon and against the advancing intelligence 
The aptitude, the church has ever dis- 
played for assimilation has been the cause of 
its undoing the most potent factor in its 
present deterioration and ultimate decay. 
Its readiness to pounce upon and sieze and 
take possession of different movements with- 
in organized society, producing one anachron- 



ism after another, has led to another later 
movement having tor its ultimate the 
absorption of socialism as a means of 
li i. iBfi hening its hold upon the people. 

According I modern English writer, Rich- 
ard Whiteing. i Here must ultimately come 
what he terms a "religion of socialism" and 

he ,uo( ds to argue that socialism will 

m \er be able to realize much of a success 
until it develops a religion of its own. In 
a further discussion he declares that in 
order to get its full driving force, Socialism 
must "have a faith of its own." 

The Blade is not an advocate of socialism 
because it does not assume to know that it 
offers the best remedy for existing social 
evils. The Rlade does know, however, that 
many good and well meaning men and wo- 
men are open advocates of socialism, and 
whether it is capable of proving a remedy or 
not, these advocates are earnest in their be- 
lief that it will, and their honesty of pur 
ION is sufficient to inspire one with the 
elementary justice of their cause. On the 
other hand the Blade does oppose the Chris 
luii church. It opposes the church because 
.1 has been given abundant opportunities to 
port its capabilities and it has proven it- 
self a failure, a fatal error. Its priests are 
paid to keep people quiet, to allay the feel- 
ing of public unrest to keep the multitude 
in subjection to .ue ruling classes or those 
in authority. As we understand socialism 
it is a protest, against such conditions and as 
such protest it cannot be in harmony with 
the church. If the church ever expecta and 
hopes to appeal to the masses again, it must 
la\ aside its jewels, its splendor, its wealtn, 
lis svmbolism. and hie back to the crown 
of thorns. The abortive message of charity 
which the church carries to mankind fails 
to attract. Men clamor for justice and when 
justice reigns charity will disappear for lack 
of cause or need. 

I here is, however, one view of the situation 
that contains much of promise. If the church 
should . in brace and absorb the socialist move- 
men! there is a strong probability that 
socialism would, 'ere long, become the whole 
religion. Socialistic ideals are not in accord 
with any of the principles of the orthodox 
religion* Were such the case Socialism would 
have found birth in the church instead of 
out-iilc. The movement contains more Free- 
thinkers, more infidels, than believers, and to 
them the principles of Socialism have become 
a religious faith stronger than any built up- 
on theological platform. There is little 
danger that Socialism will fall under the 
dominion of the prienthood. As a rule 
Socialists are given to too much thought 
ever to retrace iheir steps and move back 
wards into the grasp of the orthodox church. 
I he church's first concern is for the glory 
of god. The only concern of Socialism, we 
take it, is the happiness of man. The 
Lurch strives for a show of piety and hoii- 

it, 
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at a moral 

rattoratioa of 

chaos. 



as the dynamics of a 
Offer out of theological 



A HOT TIP r ROM THE WIRE. 

Wisconsin, or a least a portion of it, desig 
Mat imI as La Crosse, has got the religious 
jim jam and hi ■ seeming spirit of prevent- 
ing child-labor, or infantile eruelty, they, 
the OhrittiaM, aavt rosolroi to put a stop 
to the preaching 0 f Oscar V|iele, a boy 



The only trouble with the orthodox fa- 
ii.it i,- ,.i l a rjfOfM || i hiit they do not carry 
tin- inhibition far enough, for of what 
«mi i hly BM can it be to stop young boys 
tioin preaching and allowing grown men to 
keep it up? Did not the New Testament tell 
thoM that out of the mouths of babes shall 
MM wisdom? Is there anything in youth 
that is repulsive? "Sutler the little chil- 
drtfl to come unto nie, and fOfMd them not 
'is attributed to the Nazarene carpenter, but 
thi pious of Wisconsin can see neither wisdom 
or opportunity in the personality of Oscar 

\ late. 

The Human society agent, S. L. Burdick, 
hacked by the preacher, Rev. J. J. Clemens, 
who probably felt his office slipping away, 
protected against the lad preaching in their 
Sfttj iind he has been compelled to desist, 
i he Bumm agent toataadad thai his iwainh 

httj WOJ in opposition to the child labor law 
o! the st;ite and th;it the lad should be sent 
to xhool. The parson insisted that to re 
411 ire the lad to pMMM was the "worst kind 
of a crime" as he considers preaching "the 

hardest kind of irork lot a child." It is 
probabM) thai both «»l them forget that Jesus 
disputed with the doctors in the temple, or 
i- laM to aaYl done so, at the age of 12 
jraara, and ha did not consider it any kind 
of hard work. If it is a crime for a boy 
to preach the gospel it is also a crime for 
grown men to preach it. Age cannot alter 
that fact. Murder is murder whether eom- 
Mittad b) \<.uth Off Old age, although the 
lai do. s not hold a child accountable unless 
he he able to distinguish right from wrong 
and realize the lull consequences of his acts, 
if it is a crime for a child to preach it is 
also a crime for preachers to instil the su- 
perstition- poison m his ears and All his in 
Inutile mind with the senseless rubbish and 
theological tables of the church. If th; child 
had been taught it he has both a legal and 
moral right to teach what he has been taught. 
He re is a possibility that the parson would 
never aati raised the sl.ghtest objection had the 
»Oj preached in his church alone and per- 
mitted the entire proceeds of the collection 
to go into his church treasury. It was 
natural for the parson to object. He is 
unable to brook a rival in one so young. It 
was a business proposition with him. There 
may he something in the suggestion that the 
OOJ overshadowed the man and made him 



look like the proverbial thirty cents when it 
came to preaching. 

Another FaCrosse preacher, Rev. J. fc. 
Lowe, also joined in the crusade, and urged 
a prosecution ol the parents it the lad con- 
tinued to preach. The principal claim is that 
the lad ought to be at school, and they con-' 
tend that he had not been given any of tne 
"advantaged of the public schools." This 
is their solo plea and we now wonder if 
these preachers are able to realize what a 
large liaad hole they are in. 

Look square at the facts! The boy HAS 
been preaching. He has conducted religious 
Mjrvkoi at the city Illation aad at the 
V. II 0. A. Reports state that he has been 
preeminently successful. This success roused 
the ire and brought on the opposition of the 
preachers. Withal the boy has had no "ad- 
vantages of the public school" which being 
literally interpreted means that he is alto- 
gathof unedueated. The lesson to be learned 
is that it docs not require education to 
pi . a- h and if this is truu every preacher 
win. is under contract to preach the gospel 
is recei\ing money under false pretenses, for 
a child, minus education, can do equally as 
well as they. 



BEWARE OF THE PRESS. 

Whether the press is really entitled to the 
honorable distinction of being regarded as 
that Archimedean lever that is capable of 
raising mankind, is, to many, yet an open 
qaottkm, but it seems that James R. Day, 
( haaotUor of the Syracuse I'niversity, New 
York, has a strong feelingof suspicion towards 
the purveyors of public news and political 
opinions. 

In ■ recent address before a convention of 
lfatho4M preaeiiers held in Philadelphia, he 
uarned his hearers against the attitude of 
the press, urging them not to be too hasty 
in causing their sermon to be published 
tin i, in, and giving as a reason, that the 
n.uspaper is endeavoring to usurp the 
I ma t ions of the pulpit." 

Chancellor Day doe* not yet know fhe 
preachers, if he had Wen given but on,- 
hftlf of the experiences of a really first class 
newspaper reporter to say nothing of the 
editor, he would havo pereeived that the 
preachers court notoriety above all else, and 
actually makes a buiiaOM to IMMd an hour 
or so in the newspaper office each Sunday 
night, after leaving church, where he lives 
up a "report" of his sermon for the sole and 
especial purpose „f getting it into public 
P'int. Of course, these "reports" invariably 
state that the 'church was packed" that 
tt«7 member of the congregation liter- 
ally "hung upon every word uttered" and 
listened with rapt attention" and that 
"many were convinced." Ask any reporter 
who has been in the business for a year, or 
any editor, and he will be able to furnish 
Day information that would 



make the hair on his wig curl. 

One truth did Chancellor Day utter, when 
he told the preachers, — "l believe the news 
paperi have us in contempt; and 1 believe 
that the papers have power over us, because 
ue cine down out of the pulpit while they 
make pictures of us. The papers of this 
day are trying to substitute for the pulpit. 
I hey assume io teach righteousness. They 
■ttimw to dilute our sernnms. It is time 
to say you are not going to substitute your 
camera and -en>ational headlines for Jesus 
Christ.* It is time for absolute independence 
of that crowd. 

Whoever would accuse a modern newspaper 
of assuming righteousness must have a con- 
st -ience, or a mind, cut bias. It is tnie that 
many paj>ers do hold the clergy in contempt, 
but it is because the) know them as no other 
business can know them. The newspapers 
know their weakness, their faults and pec- 
cadilloes. The ajWipaptfl meet with cleri- 
cal experirnces that the public never know or 
dream of. Many an item of news is sup- 

proaaad at the praaohar't behest and if the 

newspapers told one half they knew of the 
preachers the public would have less confi- 
dence in them than the newspapers have. 
When the preacher-, taboo newspaper adver- 
tising they will quit preaching. This fact is 
evinced by the conduct of a Lexington 
preacher who. di.»«at islied with the apace ac- 
corded him in the local new raaaaOfftj resorted 
to bill Ixmrd advertising and had three-sheet 
■taadi pasted up about the city to attract 
•Ye* mure attrition. When the preachers 
fall in line with Chancellor Day's notions 

of aewepaper pcfh aad the publication of ser- 

MOaa, it will be | sorry day for the cloth. 
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Literary Digest, New York City. 
Freethinker, Ixmdon, Kng. 
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Weekly People, New York City. 
Ingersoll Mem. BOMB*, Chieago. 111. 
Truthseeker, New York City. 
Journal of Man, Chicago, 111. 
The Sunllower. Hamburg, N. Y. 
National Hip Saw. St. I.imis, Mo. 

The Blue .lay, Denver. Col. 
American Issue, Chicago, 111. 
State Journal. Frankfort, Ky. 
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People's Press, Chieago, 111. 

Tomorrow, Chicago, 111. 



The bow of Freethouirht promise 

gleam softly luminous beoMtk the 
thunderbolt of divine wrath. 
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How does i Erreethought Corres- 
pondence ichool strike you.' 

Ill 1 previous issue we have out- 
lined our ideas anent organisation and 
we have demonstrated the necessity of 

furnishing an abundant supply of 

teachers to maintain so efficient prop- 
aganda. 

The <>ne question, and perhaps the 

most difficult, is how to secure those 
teachers. Several methods have been 
tried, several suggested, but acting in 
accord with modern ideas and Ideals, 
the Blade now proposes "Correspond- 
ence School" firmly believing that 

it furnishes a solution to the problem 
we are now facing. 

The limited means of many free- 
thinkers prohibit, them from extend- 
ing that financial support n< eessary to 
maintain a college or an institution 



for purposes of such instruction. The 
expi use of pupils attending the same 

keept many from attending who would 

dearly love to do so and without pu- 
pils such a college would represent an 
empty vessel. 

If the student cannot come to the 
sell no | the school can go to the stu- 
denl and by placing before them the 
means and methods of acquiring the 

desired- and necessary knowledge dur- 
ing their leisure hours at their own 
homes, without any expense other than 
to buy the necessary text-books, the 
problem' is more than half solved. 
Any college, no matter how centrally 
located, will be too far away for many 
to attend. The distances in this 
country is so great and travelling and 
board so expensive that thousands 
would be unable to attend. Those 
thousands, if furnished with the 
means of home culture, or studying 
in their own rooms, would gladly avail 
themselves of the opportunity and en- 
able them, in after years, to give an 
intelligent and satisfactory reason for 
the Free thought faith that is in them. 

Further, the correspondence school 

would be less expensive in every way. 
It would cost less to manage it and it 
would be ninety per cent cheaper to 
the student without interfering with 

bis daily routine of labor. The studies 
could be made ;»t night when the day's 
work is done, and if some can find 
time to study during the day, so much 
the better for them ami the more 
rapid their advancement. At the end 
of three years we could boast a well 
equipped army of young nu n and wo- 
men ready to take the field and teach 
to others the knowledge they have 

t bus gained. 

The plan of operation is simple. It 
is none the less 1 suggestive of some 

expense. This could be met by stu- 
dent's tuition fees and part by gen- 
eral contribution. Good management 
is bound to produce good results and 
in the course of two or three vears 
the re is a probability that the school 

would assume enormous proportions. 

11 is the start that is most needed. 

Following the Blade offers an out- 
line of the course Of study that could 
be put in operation. Any student, to 
start in, ought to be possessed of a 
fair, elementary education, or the un- 
dertaking would be useless. The pub- 
lic schools turn out pupils every day 
who are capable of taking up this 
branch of instruction an ! by reason 
of the education they have already re- 
ceived, they are in a better position 
to grasp and understand what they 
read in the subjects offered. In the 
first place, some knowledge of the 



natural sciences is absolutely neces- 
sary, and the studies should be made 
comparative. No student should be- 
gin with a definite object of finding a 
given result, but the studies should be 
prosecuted independent of what the 
result may be. These studies could be 
enchanced and the student encouraged 
bjt frequent correspondence between 
pupil and instructor and the latter, by 
abundant communication, could out- 
line from time to time the particular 
features to be brought out in the 
studies by a series of examinations to 
that end. This would furnish abund- 
ant help tof the student and permit 
him to retain what he has learned. 

Lei us now give an example in or- 
der to be more clearly understood. 
Geology, being a study of the earth. 
Astronomy being a study of the plan- 
etary systems, and Zoology being a 
study of animal life, affords a founda- 
tion for a good scientific understand- 
ing of things. Let these constitute 
the first year's course, with a little 
science as a stimulant to the mind. 
The course, with text-books, would 
then appear as follows: 



First Year's Course. 

Geology— Text books— Sir Charles 
Lyell and Prof. Gieke. 

Astronomy— Text books— Prof. Ball. 

Zoology- Text book — James Urton. 

General — Tyndal's light Science for 
Liesure Hours. 

With a comparative study of these 
branches the student will get a foun- 
dation for additional work in exten- 
sion thereof and in the second year 
he could take more advanced subjects 
covering history, literature, theology 
and biblical commentaries. The knowl- 
edge he has acquired during the first 
war's work wilt enable him to un- 
derstand much of the next succeeding 
studies and in a vastly different light 
from that afforded by many of our 
colleges and educational institutions 
wherein there exists a defined purpose 
of teaching science only in harmony 
with religious thought. Freed from 
these influences the pupil proceeds in 
his own fashion and is able to place 
his own construction upon what he 
reads. 

The last year could be devoted to 
the finishing touches, as it were. The 
student could now take up logic, rules 
of evidence, which, witli kindred top- 
ics would fit him for debate, oral or 
written, while numerous examples in 
composition with a thorough study of 
the classics and poets he would acquire 
language with which to express his 
thoughts. The new syllabus for each 



year's course would outline the par- 
ticular studies required 
In regard to Hm met ho I of instrue- 

tion but little need be said as the 

progress of the pupil would depend 
altogether upon the earnestness with 

which he pursued his studies. To 

read, to inquire, to Investigate, for a 
day, or two days, and then leave them 
for a week or more, would do but lit- 
tle good. Close and continuous study 
ould acconitplish wonderful results 
•cause the mind would be kept in the 
channel of thought and as the study 
proceeds the mind develops, becomes 

strengthened, and is prepared t<> as- 
similate every new idea presente I. 
Of course the student would need 
material assistance. This could he fur- 
nished by the instructor, through cor- 
respondence, and frequent examina- 
tion. Let these examinations be held 
once a month. The examination pa 
pen could ask i number of question! 

which the pupil OUght to answer, in 
Writing, without reference to the text 
DOOka. If the pupil finds that, such 
reference is necessary he should not 
copy the answer from tie hook, ver- 
hatim. hut study it closely and learn 
it so that he knows henc< forth what 
the answer would he should a like 
question he put to him in the future. 
The form of the monthly examination 
could he in such a shape as would he 
of ma.erial assistance. It would more 
clearly define the particular points of 
Study ami although it WOUld touch the 
subject in high places, the student 

could mentally fill in by reading. As an 

example let us lake Qeology. The 
first examination could he held in 
that suhject. The examination paper 
could contain a series of questions like 

the following: 

1 Definition of tern* its meaning 

2 Name the two principal classi- 
fications of strata as to origin and 
format ion. 

'.\ What is strata? 

4 What is conformable strata ' 

5 What is non-conformable 
strata? Draw an example. 

6 What is metamorphosed strata.' 

7 What is conglomerate? 

8 Describe igneous from ac«|eous 
formations. 

9 In what strata do the fossilifera 
appear? 

10 What is fossil fauna? 

11 What is fossil flora? 

12 Why are not fossils foun 1 in 
Igneous strata? 

18 Xame the principal divisions of 

periods in geologic*] formation. 

14 Natiue the subdivisions of each 
formation, a- iKo/oic; h— Meso/.oic j 
e — Palezoic. 
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15 What is the oldest known sedi- 
mentary strata .' How is its age de- 
termined | 

Hi What is a fault Explain the 

principal cause of fault* 
17 \\ hat is an outcrop ' 

is To what geological formation 

does ani.e belong .' 

1!) Name its principal constituent 

minerals, 
90 I low is limestone formed I 
As we proceed the examinations are 

to he extended until the subject has 

either been exhausted or thoroughly 

Covered as far as the student can go. 
The other scientific subjects could be 
1 reared in the same way and by the 

end of the first year the rntind of the 

student has been given that solid 
foundation necessary in B further 
prosecution oi his inquiries. The 
second year would And a further ad 

vanceim nt and by die end i t the third 

year the student could be given a 
subject for tn at incut in which science 
and religion are brought in sharp eon 
trast and special papers prepared 

Which will test composition, natural 

ability and demonstrate tic fitness and 

capability of the s.udent for platform 

work. Those showing the highest 

qualification should be placed at point* 

of the most stratagetio importance, 

the others COUld DC located as teachers 

of Local organisations to aid in pre- 
paring others tor the same kind of 
work or, in any event, bringing about 
a thorough and general • lucation of 
the growing OOJ I and . .rls of the 

country. 

With such an educative fores at 

work there can be HO doubt of the re- 
sult. That result must be beneficial. 
It will make them better citi/.ens and 
more desirable neighbors than Chris- 
. ianity has been nine to produce. It 
will eliminate strife and contention 
because of religious differences and b\ 

curtailing the field of it> operations 
the church would be seriously crippled 
in its propaganda* It would be futile 
for priestcraft to attempt proselyting 

among such people and future genera- 
tions will bless the day that Fn re- 
thought undertook such a work. 1 

It is not to be expected, however, 
lhat the work can be carried on with- 
out tinaucial aid. The students can 
pay a reasonable tuition fee and when 
they have bought their textbooks, no 
more can be expected of them. Tin- 
tuition fee, however, will hardly pay 
all the necessary expense entailed by 

such a work and dependence must be 

had upon outside sources. This 
feature should not prove a deterrent 
upon the plan. There arc enough 
Liberals of means in America, desirous 
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of bettering the prospects i f our prop- 
aganda, capable, willing, earnest, and 
ready to aid in any movement when 
they are convinced that it points to 
good results With a fund of one 
thousand dollars to start on in order 
t«. prepare the -round with a sufficient 

quantity of literature, circulars, ad- 
vertising, prospectus and syllabus, the 
necessary stationery lor correspond- 
i nee, enough pupili would soon appear 
i > make the plan self -sustaining 
What is Deeded first is the extraneous, 
independent help. If this could be 

guaranteed the rest of the work would 
tie easy, 

There should be no difficulty in 
getting to work on such a plan as is 
m re suggested. The Blade is not ad- 
vocating this with a view to personal 
gain. Kv« n should the Bljldc assume 

tin* management of the enterprise and 
the sum "i one thousand dollars con- 
tributed therefor come into its hands, 
and asSUmang, if nerd be. thai it was 

to l« used b\ the Blade for its own 
benefit, the sum would not be enough 

to justify such a course because the 
punishment that wouht follow would 
mean the death of the Blade and we 
would rather sic the Blade live than 

to itarl any correspondence school. 
Moreover, every contributor would be 
entitled to a full accounting of every 
'( liar spent and the list of contribu- 
tors woufd appear in the columns of 
the Blade so that its readers would 
know from week to week just what 

. 'sa being done. 

The school ques ion is now open for 
disCUBSion. We would be pleased to 
hear from the Freethinkers all over 

the country as to their opinions con- 
cerning the merits of the plan. If the 
majority condemn it can be dropped 

and no harm is done. If the majority 

approve the Blade is willing to under- 
take the task of carrying it out, pro- 
vided, the proper support is given to 
it. If the majority believe that the 
management should be given into 

other hands, let them frankly so state, 
and the Blade will gladly render all 
assistance it can. There ; s no profit 
to be made out of such a venture. 
While the actual cost or expense may 
be met it will lcepiire a great deal of 
labor for which love will he the only 
recompense. Someone will have to 

prepare the plan and keep it up. We 

have the facilities but we have not the 
means. 

Now friends! It i s* up to yon. 
What do you think of the correspond 
enee school .' Are you willing to help 
Lei us hear from you. 
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WHAT A KIND WORD CAN DO. 



Many a heart has failed in life's 
work for the need of a little cncour- 
a«reinent, a few kind words lo strength- 
en and cheer, and humanity w ill nevtr 
be able to fally know what the world 
has lost from this cause alone. 

The inquisitive child is frequtnely 
discouraged from asking questions by 
its parents. Annoying, perhaps, and it 
may b€ true, hut the hnpiisit m ness 
suggests originality and above all, a 
desire to Learn something, to know. As 
a rule the orthodox Christian beli?ver 
is not inquisitive. The spirit of in- 
quiry was probably crushed out in its 
infancy. Orthodoxy accepts on faith. 
It does not want to know and seeks 
not he why and wherefore of things. 
When a child asks a question, trivial 
as it may seems to its parents, i: is 
entitled to a respectful and consider- 
ate answer. If the parent is unable 
lo Import the information sought, 
franwly admit it and be honest with 
the child. Don't assume that you 
know but that it is not meet to make 
the child acquainted with the fact. 
Of course there are things, children 
inquire about that cannot be ex- 
ed and in this relation only should 
care be exercised. 

In another column of this issue will 
be found an article by Miss Dora 
Huekholz, of Iowa. This is her first 
literary effort and those who persue it 
will be compelled to admit that it is 
Ul excellent start. Our advice had 
been previously sought upon the sub- 
ject, the young lady expressing a de- 
sire to work for the cause of Liberal- 
ism and Humanity, not in the antici- 
pation of emolument or profit, other 
than to be of some benefit, some use to 
the cause. In her communication she 
Admitted th;it she had never ventured 
into journalistic work, but WAS NOT 
AFRAID TO TRY. 

The entire situation is lammed Up in 
those few wo/ds v.hMi we Vive eapi 

talisel. How- much talent has been 
dimmed for lack of just a little en- 
couragement? What pages have been 
lost to history by hesitation and it- 
Jay? Who, being cast into deep water 
and unable to swim, would be afraid to 
try? Would the crowd be considered 
helpful by standing on the bank and 
calling to the struggling man to five 
up the fight? Would not a few words 
of encouragement to keep moving be 
of both strength and cheer? Then the 
same rule applies to human life an 1 
whenever we perceive a human being 
stniLTglin to keep up, impressed with 
a desire to be something, to do some- 
thing, extend a helping hand and add 



B lew words of encouragement to 
stimulate them in the etVort. 

Taking the case we referred to, the 
Blade, after giving such personal ad 
vice deemed essential under the cir- 
cumstances, suggested to the young 
lady that as she wished to enter the 
ranks of Kr«-et hoiiuht Writers, to make 
an effort, a start, and that no time was 
better than now. The result of this 
may be found in these cdlumns and 
through ii another volunteed soldier in 
the ranks of Liberalism goes marching 
under our banner. 

The (urcuinst ances are both signifi- 
cant and suggestive. Wo know not 
how many may be longing for a similar 
oppo 1 unity. If you have talents use 
l hem. If! you have a mind capable 
of thought, give it room to expand an 
opportunity to develop. Opportunities 
do not go on a hunt for persons, but 
men and women must search for the 
opportunities 

The Blade welcomes its young and 
brilliant thinker to its columns and as 
experience increases knowledge and 
ability we have every reason to be- 
lieve that Freethought will profit 
largely by her debut as a writer and 
w or ker in our cause. 

POLITICAL CHRISTIANITY. 



The sole hope of the Christian church 
in America lies in special legislation 
designed for its own protection and 
furtherance. 

Some of the legislation may be use- 
ful and beneficial to others than Chris- 
tians, although it is a well recognized 
fact that much of it is harmful, the 
bulk being signally aimed at those who 
oppose the church and intended to 
Stiiflej criticism; complaint and more 
progressive movements. 

To that extent wherein the intended 
legislation may be known to be cap- 
abb- of conferring a boon upon some 
people, and of no direct or remote 
injury to others, Freethinkers can well 
afford to pass it up with indifference, 
but in every direction where proposed 
legislation is known to be for the sole 
benefit of the church and church peo- 
ple, to the detriment or injury, of 
those who do not favor the church or 
its teachings, then it is our bounden 
duty, a duty we owe ourselves and our 
neighbors, a duty ire owe to our chil- 
dren and to all underneath posterity, 
to oppose that legislation to the fullest 
extent of our capabilities. 

Incapable and incompetent as a 
moral teacher, the church grows ever 
more militant and assuming. By 
working upon the religious prejudices 
and passions of the politicians, who 
ever seek popular favor, they plot and 



personal interests and feelings, irre- 
spectative of the rights and privileges 
of others. From such a cause comes 
the Sunday laws, sabbath observance 
laws, bible reading in public schools, 
exemption of church/ property from 
taxation, the support of chaplains in 
the army and navy, appropriations for 
this or that scheme in which the church 
alone is interested, and all prohibition 
Jaws. These are essentially religious 
enactments. Their promulgation is in-J 
tended and specially designed to securJ 
legal recognition of their own rightiP 
and privileges, on the mere ground 
that they are Christians, and the 
elergy strive to keep up the interest 
by political sermons instead of preach- 
ing the gospel pure and simple. 

Whenever a parson openly and 
knowingly gets into politics he will 
stand watching. Upon the presump- 
tion that he has entered it for the sake 
of purification he gets down to ward- 
heeling, wire-working, tapping and 
pulling, arguing and debating, stand- 
in g guard at tlie polls, all for the al- 
leged glory of god when he is simply 
alter a personal notoriety and ag- 
grandizement. We all know that 
water and oil will not mix You may 
shake them up until there is an ap- 
parent mixture but, they will adjust 
themselves if left alone, each to their 
kind. So it is with religion and poli- 
ties. They are incapable of on ad- 
mixture, [f religion is a good thing 
by itself it becomes bad the moment 
it is mixed with modern American 
polities. If religion is a bad thing to 
begin with then it becomes worse after 
making I political combination. But 
modern Christianity is a political re- 
ligion. There is no such thing as re- 
ligious politics. Religion should be 
made a tie to bind society, whereas 
politics is too well know for its sep- 
arative proclivities. Political parsons 
are a curse to any community. It is 
but a seeking after temporal power, 
needed as a sort of compensation for 
the loss of all spiritual power over 
the people. Parsons naturally love 
power as a duck loves the water. It 
COmM natural to the profession. No 
power, poor parson. Much power, bet- 
ter parson. fjQSM of power in one di- 
rection compels them to turn to seek 
itj .in another and realizing the pas- 
sions of the people are easy to trade 
upon, they turn to polities as a medium 
of exchange. 

Within the past few days this city, 
Lexington, has been notified by one, 
1. J, Spencer, of the Oampbellite per- 
suasion, pastor, etc., that he purposes 
to enier politics fa the future contests 
in an efi'orl to get at a system of puri- 
fication. While it is a plain fact that 
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the best elements of society seldom 
take part in political fights, and the 
worst elements may always be found 
where the struggle is most intense, yet 
it is extremely doubtful if any preach- 
er could make the conditions any bet- 
ter by mixing in while he is liable to 
get smirched by the contest. Just 
what particular political duty he pro- 
poses to undertake, Mr. Spencer does 
not say. The first thing political 
parties require is a poll. Are we to 
infer that Mr. Spencer will perambu- 
late the city with poll-book and pencil 
in hand marking down the political 
affiliations of the soveriegn voters. If 
he does he will find out what fearful 
prevaricators some nun can be while 
many others will acquaint him with the 
fact that it is none of his business. 
The next thing is get a convention 
packed and we can imagine the keen 
delight of Mr. Spencer in calling upon 
the male members of his congregation 
and Sunday schoob to go into that 
convention and take part in the pro- 
ceedings. Watch him all through the 
nominations the adoption of resolu- 
tions, appointment of committees and 
the usual program of such gatherings 
and it will require but one experience 
to convince -Mr. Spencer that his pulpit 
is a far safer refuge from which to 
hurl his thunderbolts. Hut what does 
he expect to accomplish? Will he at- 
tempt to buy votes in blocks of five 
and emulate the Indiana system ? Will 
lie strive to keep some from voting and 
encourage others to go in and vote? 
Will he favor one political party as 
against the other? Will he take sides? 
If he does, then watch him, and it is 
a safe venture for the populace to 
take the opposite side for we know of 
no event in history where any priest 
or preacher ever operated in politics 
with good judgment, that is, with a 
judgment that tended for the public 
good. 



GOD, PRAYER, OR WHISKEY? 

Prayer has triumphed ! Great is the 
power of prayer! 

As a result of prayer Kentucky has 
secured a United States Senator and 
almighty god has put the stamp of his 
disapproval upon local option and 
prohibition. 

It is all over! Former Governor 
William O'Connell Bradley goes to 
Washington, with the consent of the 
people of Kentucky, and the State 
Senate will, when the question comes 
before them for final action, kill the 
pending County Unit Bill. 

In a recent issue of the Blade com- 
ment was made upon the invocation 



for divine guidance by a Covington 
preacher that legislative harmony 
might fall upon the members of the 
General Assembly. That effort failed! 
The members were not ready for har- 
mony because the deal necessary to 
bring it about had not been made. 
Hence, the first prayer test did no 
good. Now comes Bishop Lewis W. 
Burton, of the Episcopal diocese of 
Lexington, and issues a pastoral letter 
to all clergymen under his bishopric 
jurisdiction, coupled with a special 
prayer, designed by himself, in which 
special mention was made of the 
members of the Kentucky (ieneral As- 
sembly and a petition that divine 
wisdom would enter their hearts to 
guide then aright in the mighty con- 
flict. Divine wisdom entered end 
they were guided, but whether it was 
the result of the prayer or the result 
of mii $80,000 contribution from .the 
Liquor element, cannot be ascertained. 
The Blade has its private opinions, but 
we do nol care to express them on such 

an important subject. 

Let it be known, however, that the 
pastoral letter and special prayer were 
issued on Thursday, February 27, 1908. 
It was used on that da.v in all the 
Kpiscopal churches of the diocese. 
Doubtless the Lord felt the force of 
such an aggregation, for the volume 
of prayer must have been sufficient to 
have undermined the chain of the 
Hocky Mountains. The next day, or, 
more accurately sj>eaking, on Friday, 
February 28, shortly after the hour 
of noon, the vote for United States 
Senator was taken in the Joint As- 
sembly and Bradley was declared to 
be elected by a bare majority of one 
vote. It is now time to issue a bill, or a 
card claiming credit for having brought 
harmony out of chaos and causing 
a democratic legislative body to elect 
a Republican to the Semite Chamber 
of the United States. In any event it 
would be justifiable, under the cir- 
cumstances, assuming that no know- 
ledge was had of other deals and combi 
nations that were made for the final 
mix up of the votes cast. 

Aside from this it must also be 
known that at the inception of the 
present session of the General As- 
sembly, one, (J. (•. Waggoner, a preach- 
er and a member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, from, Owen county in- 
troduced a bill at the behest of the 
prohibitionists, providing for a county 
unit in all local option elections, the 
ostensible purposes being to use the 
county or country; sentiment against 
the cities. Critics declare that Gov- 
ernor Beckham was the real author of 
the bill. They declare that he had it 



introduced in the Iflouse, sent to the 
printer, rushed back in hot haste and 
hurried from a committee room with a 
favorable report, in order to use the 
measure as a club with which to whip 
the liquor democrats into line behind 
his candidacy for the United States 
Senate. On the other hand, former 
Governor Bradley, impelled by politi- 
eal necessity, though in personal oppo- 
sition to the bill, had given it his en- 

doreeinent, and. moreover, the repub- 
lican party in Kentucky stood pledged 

by campaign promises to the enact- 
ment of the County Unit Bill into law. 
All the preachers and church members 
were backing the bill. Its approval 
and enactment was more* to them than 
the Senalorship. It, was their meat 
by day and their bed at night. It 
was their very religion. They had 
worked ami labored so hard. The Sen- 
atorial candidates had discussed the 
merits of the bill in the public press, 
each anxious to stand sponsor for it. 
The hill pass, d the house and was sent 
to the Senate. It is before that body, 
but the Senate will not pass it. It 

will die in its swad Uing clothes. The 
agreement was that should Bradley be 
elected senator the hill should perish 
and now the question is how much in- 
fluence did the prayers of the Episco- 
palians have upon this result. 

Assuming, for the sake of. argument, 
that the Lord heard their prayers, that 
he ga?e heed to their petition, that he 
deigned to act., ami by subjective in- 
fluences wrought | change Kn the minds 
of thoae members who finally went to 
Bradley: then it would follow that 
while god favored the election of Brad- 
ley he was down upon prohibition and 
used the pending bill as an instrument 

through which his 'influence could be 

felt. 

The one important question is. what 
caused Bradley's election, god or whis- 
key? 



The improvement we have made in 
the Blade is no longer an experiment 
and our friends ought to realize that 
by this time. 



If you ire satisfied that the Blade 
has fulfilled all its promises of im- 
provement it should be an incentive 
for a little assistance at your hands. 



Many Christians accept the gospels 
as being true, not that they can com- 
prehend them, but because they lack 
the mental vk r <>r to question or deny 
them. 
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THE POWER OF THE CHURCH. 



When in its pristine glory ami vigor, 
when occupying the throne of power 
ami practically rulgr of the world, the 
church resorted to physical violence 
in an effort to impel a submissive 
obedience, and, in i great measure it 
succeeded far better than it had ex- 
pected. In these davs Of its declina- 
tion ami disintegration, the church is 
unable to torture the body bat it can 

and docs play serious havoc with the 

mind. \ot, until the last remaining 

vestige of even this power lias heen 
destroyed must the Freethinkers re- 
lax their efforts at resist anec and we 

must continue to fight at every step. 

Through the nsBdium of i recent 

communication, not sent for publica- 
tion which would do no good as the 
writer's name was concealed even to 
ourselves. The necessity for su<-li labor 
upon our part was deeply imnroaacid 
upon us. and, while prohibited from 
using too much publicity in regard to 
that communication, we have felt it 
worth while to give extracts therefrom 

with such comment as may suggest it 
.self sj we go along. 

After the few opening lenteoees of 

geOO or Talma-e. 1 am doing BOmS 
to say: 

"I withhold my name, fearing thai 

by some mistake it might get into 

print. I am not quite readj to become 
a mariyr. Your acquaint inee wii h re- 
ligious intolerance intake further ex- 
planation unnecessary. While you 
may u< >t commend my cowardice, yet 
I am disposed to believe thai your 
heart is not destitute of sympathy for 

• •as< s like my own. I was once a min- 
ister 'and a public school-teacher. A 

large percent of the preachers in the 
church io which I belonged appeared 
to be as genuinely orthodox as Bour- 
geon or Talntadge. I an doing some 
independent thinking, however. My 
views concerning i personal god and * 
future life may be expressed in i few 
words, viz.: I have discovered neither. 

The communication I send you is the 
lust I have ever offered to a Fre< 
thought periodical." 

There was more in the letter hut 

the foregoing portion which we have 

quoted is sufficient for our purpose. 

\ot ready to "bcooajtS a martyr" 

and in this enlightened age because 

of the dread of orthodox persecution] 
Truth has ever dcniamh'd martyrs and 
they have ever* Keen found when 

martyrdom became necessary. The 
emissaries of superstition delighted in 

making martyrs of men and women 
who could not accept their sectarian 
Shibboleth. Even the SaUSe of Chris- 



tianity had its martyrs. Fi thought 

has had her martyrs and without them 
the liberty we enjoy in this day would 
stdl have been denied. I'pon the cross 

of christian Intolerance many a mind 

is crucified even today and the very 
(act that the dread of becoming a 

martyr impels a silence longed to be 
broken; is prims facie evidence that 

the teeth of the serpent have not yet 

been dulled nor its fangs destroyed, 
Were the adherents of Freethoughl 
alive to every emfergeney; were they 

active and untiring in thir zeal for 

the cause, martyrdom would not eon 

front those who stand ready to throw 

oft the yoke. 

The Blade does not deem the atti- 
tttde taken as exhibiting cowardice. 
Tin* Blade realizes that while the 
Christian church cannot slay the 

man it can slay human character ami 
destroy human aspirations. Tim latter 

method is easier and no great risks 
are assumed. It is not advisable that 
a man, seeking to extrad the right to 

live in a so-called Christian com- 
munity, should deliberately dash his 
head against a brick wall, or place it 
in a lion's mouth. It is true, the 

Blade realises only too we, I the condi- 
tions complained of. hut our complaint 
now is that such a condition can obtain 
111 our country, a country of boasted 

religious freedom, ami honest thought 
must be stilled for the mere sake of 

an existence. 

SoniB WOttld advise that our cor- 
respondent boldly and manfully break 
lie bonds that hold him. Human ex- 
perience is such thai many dare not. 

History furnishes too many examples 
of hearts broken, homes mined, lives 
blasted, all because of this very Chris- 
tian intolerance of which our friend 
is in SO much present dread. Jt takes 
a brave man or a brave woman to de- 
liberately antagonize orthodoxy where 

orthodoxy is supreme. All men and 
women are not possessed of that de- 
gree of mental courag- that they 

would dare 1*0 assume the risk. Many 

a bntve swimmer has been compelled 
to give up in the stream of life and 
whilte we admire heroism where truth 
is at stake we are not prone to con- 
demn in such cases as the one be 

fore us. 

But let us go further. The writer 

says he was "once a minister" and 
making no present pretensions to- 
wards religion, he declares in a man- 
ful way. that his views concerning god 

and a future life are that he "has dis- 
covered neither." 

Thousands ire in the same mental 
attitude, and we might almost say 
millions. All that is needed is a little 



encouragement and if properly given 

at the proper time, this multitude will 

have courage enough to step forward 
and make their positive convictions 

known. How can we beat accomplish 

such a. result I This is Hie question! 
Finding such a. mind and brain what 
can be done with it.' 'flic forces of 
Preethoughtl are so widely scattered, 
mh" concrete body or force to assist, 
the elass to which our friend belongs 
knows not which way to face, what 
step to take, to whom he may 
turn to sustain and encourage 
him in the fight. What we 
most need is an elfective organ- 
ization. We need a compact body 
ot brave men and women, with cour- 
age and means to cudgel the forces of 
superstition and to greet such people 
with smiles and sunshine. They need 
our support, our strength, and unor- 
ganized, we are too Weak to extend the 
slightest aid. litre is evidently a 
man who discovered that he was 
preaching falsehood and voluntarily 
abandoned it. He found truth but is 
unable to teach it because of the fear 

this hydra-headed monster has incul- 
cated. His letter Indicate that he is 

a man with an intelligence above that 

of the average preacher and could he 

made a pillar of strength in Truth's 
valiant army. But how to get him 
there? How best fo remove the fear? 
How can his talents be brought to bear 
good fruit.' Only by organization ami 
so long as we are without it we are 
almost powerless in our fight against 

orthodox superstition. 
Tint letter closes by i s ng ge s tfon 

that at some future date he might pre- 
pare for publication an article de- 
scriptive of his march through the 

wilderness of faith to the citadels of 
FVeedom and Truth. Lei US hope he 
will do so. [t would be insinmtive to 
many others. If he is willing the 
Blade will gladly publish the article 
without divulging any name. 



How religious opinions will differ, 

To the Catholic world Mary is not 

only the mother of god but the queen 
of heaven, while all Protestants simply 
regard # hcr as the wife of 1 carpenter 

and the mother of several children. 
This sort of fanaticism is stimulated 

by religion and eradicated by phil- 
osophy. 

Through a scientific study of Nature 
Freet bought has not only corrected in- 
numerable evils, but it has ennobled 
and enriched human conception and 

ameliorated man's physical sufleringi 

This study has enabled man to make a 
considerable pari of Nature subservi- 
ent to his own needs. 
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LAY SERMON. 

(By John F. Clarke.) 
Since my picture has adorned the front 
cover of The Blade, and 1 have had some 
of my deeds "writ up, ' I feel like a regu- 
larly ordained pulpiteer. Also I feel- a call 
to preach and spread the gospel of good 
tidings. Having announced my text: 
"And another of his disciples said unto 
him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury 
my father. But he said unto him, Follow 
me; and let the dead bury the dead," 
Matt. VIII-21;22. 

I reverently close the holy book, as It has 
said enough. 

Now, my dearly beloved, I have analyzed 
this text. 1 have parsed every word. 1 
have made every conceivable anagram of 
the words, and I confess I can find no key 
that will unlock the sense in the sentence 
as It stands. I have reviewed the text 
with a long view, a short view and a high 
view. I think that "distance leads en- 
chantment to the view." If I had a Savior 
that talked such fool talk. I would have 
htm sent to a lunatic asylum and try and 
save myself. Perhaps a demigod was as 
Rkely to make a fool of himself as a real 
mortal. Achilles, it seems to me pouted 
too much for a man, in the opening of The 
Iliad. Besides, he had a soft spot in his 
head, and Christ had a soft spot in his. In 
making these two demigod! the head ma- 
terial of the one should have gone to the 
other then there would have been one with 
a good head and good feet and one with all 
the defects. Achilles was as indifferent 
as to Who buried the dead as Christ was 
as to who buried other people's dead. 
When he died he forgot to bury himself 
and lays himself open to tin- charge of 
inconsistency. If he intruded to work a 
miracle and have the dead rise up and do 
und« rtaking and grave digging work with- 
out license, he must have forgotten the 
word. 

Alladin Opened somethings by saving: 
"Open sesame.' but Christ was not long 
enough in Kgypt to Irani all the black-art 
and he could not make the combination. 
Wlmm h< said to Mary: "Thou hast the 
one thing needful" he refered to the pass 
word to the grave yard. Elf called Laza- 
rus up after 4 days of mortification and he 
forgot to make him bury himself. I think 
that Christ was in a nasty mood and 
wished to say something disagreeable to 
his disciple, and he said: "Let the dead 
bury the dead." It was not us hard as to 
say: "Let the living bury the living," but 
it was tleree enough for the occasion. 

It shows us what a nice petulant Savior 
we have missed. Jesus was slightly BO- 
OM tile, Anyone else, being annoyed at 
circumstances that worked for delay of 
his schemes, would have said: "O hell!" 
Jesus would not say anything so vulgar and 



unrefined, he just said: "Follow me: Let 
the dead bury the dead." It meant the 
HUM thing, but was expressed much more 
originally and Savior like. Xot one per- 
son in a million would have said what he 
did. and this proves that "never man spoke 
as this man spoke." Whether the deftd that 
he refered to, is still unburied or not, we 
*N left to conjecture. 
Poor thing! 

ii met with the contempt of Jesus. 

As it could no longer put a nickel on the 
plate, it was useless as a Salvation intiger. 
Dearly beloved, inink over this sermon 
and get all Lite good out of it you can. 
Do not undertake to bury yourselves until 
you know that you are dead. 



FLOODS. 

(By Ernest L. Trifler.) 
Last Sunday a preacher read from the 
Bible, "Let the floods clap their hands." 
he made a slight pause as if that reminded 
him of something, but he didn't say what. 
Notice that the waves make sounds of Joy 
—sounds expressive of enthusiastic Joy. 
it is in the Bible and therefore true. Some 
merchants in our beautiful valleys might 
forget sometimes while taking care of their 
goods, but all have a chance to remember 
it while waiting for the time for sweeping 
out. 

Son -a-days when men bid au revoir to 
the joyous waves they turn again to their 
usual business; in spare moments they 
consider the causes of the visits of the 
laughing rivers to their streets, and talk 
apprehensively of the cutting away of the 
for. st s; many tninking that clearing away, 
draining and cultivating along the streams 
changes the climate and causes the bright 
waters to dry up in summer and get mud 
dy in spring. But this is talk! In the 
Olden time there were men of action. They 
knew that the fear of the Lord was the 
beginning of wisdom. They knew that 
when anything- interfered with their plans 
Cod was angry. They knew their proper 
course was to please him. and acted on 
their knowledge. They had b» en taught 
from their youth up, "Thou shnlt not suffer 
a witch to live." So, without loss of time 
they said, hang the witches. They did 
not say It like Codless people, who do not 
like to swear outright might. They meant 
it litt rally, and showed their honest ear- 
nestness by acting upon it. 

There are some matter of fact merchants 
here who spend considerable of. their time 
In making money, — we might as well ad 
mlt It. They metaphorically turn their 
backs on the applausive floods, ond actu 
ally face the problem of keeping their 
exuberant visitors away. In more Chris- 
tian countries they humbly kneel before 
the advancing waves from rjvers and vol- 
canoes and pray to Jesus and Mary to keep 



back the onrushing flood. 1 do not re- 
member any accounts of floods so stayed, 
but if the worshippers had sufficient faith 
to remain on their knees long enough God 
made the objects of their fear the means 
of taking them to himself. 

In the old days, when men found them- 
selves interfered with by the forces of 
nature or other surroundings they re 
Bomb* red their Christian duties. I can't 
say just now why they substituted burning 
heretics to death for the Jewish mode of 
stoning: but that detail is immaterial as 
far as I know, never having suffered- death 
in either measure. 

Well, there are heretics in Marietta, 
t But if this subject should be pursued any 
further the heretics might answer and say, 
there are Christians also.) 

BIBLE WINS A POINT. 

Hurrah tor the simple life! It ha» 
triumphed over wealth, the tttf< Ofl Iftt world 

and the levll. Kre this men BAfTl 1 11 " 

ported M rehiring money M the ground that 
it ill taint. «l. RepOTti ftom London now 
say that I young man by the name of 
Henry Baxendale. belonging to a sect called 
thl "Bible Brothers has turned up his nose 
at $150,000 left him by hi< father and an- 
MOtUMM his determination to stand by tie' 
"simple life" of the Mf| to which he belongs. 

He it known, however, that this Brother- 
hood is a rather peculiai sect, it- members 
beta| of the masculine gender, who live on a 
farm in Kent try to conform their daiiy nvinj: 

to th«- onttoms in vii^iic miiiiii;' the rerj mrfa 
Christian*. They are re|>orted as regarding 

all phorohM M btttituttOnfl Of the devil. au< 

thoroughly dotori trnageUste, Thsy do no 

care for money but believe the bible to hi 
divinely hPptod from "kiver to lover" nn< 
all the rule- ami precept- fef human con 
duct found therein must be rigidly UUtQIHd 
We might surest that we llto regard 
churches as institutions of evil, rather than 
Oi fOOd, as ;it weeeni conducted, and that VI 
have no u-e tor so-ealied evangelists. Our 
sentiments being so similar in this re-pect, 
the young man might, with propriety, divert 
the nth in our direction that it might be 
BOOd had -p'Mt for the common purpose of 
opposing both churcn ami evangelist. Being 
a legacy he has control of it ami if this ever 
reaches him by accident , or design, let us hope 
ho will act upon the suggestion, for bible or 
no bible, brotherhood or no brotherhood, we 
will accept it. reduce the subscription price 
Of the lilade, increase its^pimber of flOgM, 
and carry on the work at this end of the 
line. B«eh a disposition of the inherited cash 
would insure him of maintaining his renun 
ciation of the prompt and vanities of this 
wicked world and nn»v»% the possibility of 
temptation ffOBJ him. Of course, this is only 
i nigfOOtlon and we do not expect anything 
very material to develop from it. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



E. If. CREV Y. — Sorry to hear you are in 
bad luck. Cheer up. Hotter days will come. 
'I hanks for the compliment you bestow. 

ELLA P. HUNT. — 1 hanks for names. Sam 
■!• copies will be sent. Your estimate is sub- 
m initially correct, there are too many who 
are really afraid of their own shadows. 

S. a FOG LESON C — G lad you like the pic- 
tures. Our idea was that they would prove 
a popular feature. Thanks for promised 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



HAZEL PUTNAM— We have answered uy 



ARTHlil STONE — Your suggestion is a 
good one and that was one of the causes 
that induced a change in the form of the 
Blade. Many thanks for your kind letter. 

EDWARD J. PARTRIDGE.— The example 
you furnish It an illustration that Free- 
thought is more popular than many suppose. 
Had we more men of the same moral and 
mental courage of that blacksmith our cause 
would go forward by leaps and bounds. 

I. S. CURTIS.— Thanks for timely help. 
You know every little counts and it is the 
sort of help we need. 

a B. l^BARRON— The notion you enter- 
tain is good in some conditions but a. a 
general rule it is best to strike straight from 



M. E. CALKE— It is possible tint MMM 
of our socialistic readers will attempt an 
answer to your many questions. In any 
event it ought to open up an interesting 



LUCY WA'IERS PHELPS.— Your kindly 
letter is heartily appreciated. We hope to 
more frequently. 



hear from you 



A FRIEND — Your article is given publi- 
cation as being by "One who knows." The 
name will not be divulged. Thanks for 
splendid description of the subject. 

WILL LA N ( IK A 1 1 T — Tha nks for clippings. 

ERNEST LYNCH. — Many thanks for re- 
newal and names. Sample copies sent as 
directed and new subscribers placed on list. 



Hearty Commendation. 

WFiST SUTTON, MASS.— Enclosed find 
inonev order for $1.50 to renew mv sub- 
scription to the Blade. I have been a sub- 
scriber for over eleven years, and when 1 
read your announcement that It had ap- 
peared for the last time in Its old form, I 
could not restrain a bit of sorrow and 
regret for what seemed the passing of an 
old familiar presence. But I find myself 
htppily disappointed, in that it's really 
the dear old Blade in new but neat attire. 

I heartily commend you for the venture 
and wish you every success. I am sure, 
were he among us, Mr. Moore, would ap 
prove. He believed in progress and the 
new appearance of the Blade bespeaks a 
gr«at stride in that direction. Were 1 to 
lm.vt, any say in the matter of a name, It 
would be: Don't change it. "The rose by 
another name would smell just as sweet," 
and the Blade by another name would be 
just as readable, but to those who knew 
it so well, it no longer would appear the 
same and it would seem unfitting to try to 
associate itf with the memory of >its 
founder. 

If a single Blade can cut its way to the 
front, (and it has- more is the honor due. 
Its new dress will give it the confidence, 
that comes of seli-respect, to remain there. 
It is not always the implement alone that 
does the work — the hand that does the 
wielding, should get due credit for guid- 
ance and power supplied. 

Present Indications suggest in this case 
that we ought to feel assured of successful 
management, and if we all only do our 
part toward helping to keep the one blade 
whet to an edge, there will arise no cause 
to regret our continued association with 
the Blue Grass Blade. 

It Is impossible to get new subscribers 
in this vicinity, all save our family, are 
Baptist, unless a few who are Indifferent 
to everything. In the past I have sent out 
many extra copies, and som3times my own, 
hoping for a little good to come of It. 
LUCY 



CRACK THESE NUTS 



FILION, MICH.— Enclosed I send a few 
clippings^ and would like to have you print. 
Don't Wake 'Em Up. I would like to have 
some socialist figure out what wages some of 
these wageslaves ought to get. I intend to 
hire a wage slave next summer to work on 



a farm, and would like to know to what 
extent 1 am robbing him of the fruits of 
his labor. I wonder what is to hinder them 
brick-making slaves to imitate their employer 
since he revealed the secret of his success? 
I expect my next year's victim will ask 
twenty -six dollars and board and if he is a 
socialist he knows 1 am robbing him of a 
part of the fruits of his labor but since its 
farm labor, I don't know how to get at it, 
how much I get the best of him. If I get 
rain in time through the summer, no early 
frost his lal>or will yield far more 
than if the opposite happens, but I don't 
think he will take any chances on that. He 
will want twenty-six dollars per month and 
get it if I do not get ten dollars out of his 
labor, because its none of his fault, but if I 
sell five hundred dollars worth off that farm 
1 certainly would like to know how much 
I have robbed him. 

If 1 take sick at present I would have to 
hire somebody to feed my stock, he would 
labor perhaps three hours per day I would 
have to pay full day's wages, am I robbing 
him and how much/ What would a social- 
istic allow Professor Roentger for inventing 
the X-Rays, Prof. Hoch for going to Africa 
to study sleeping sickness, Pasteur for finding 
a cure for hydrophobia, will that be deter- 
mined by supply and demand or will the value 
of that be determined by a Professor of 
Mathematics or Socialism or what? If F 
velt was at the head of a socialist 
would he get a greater allowance for being 
director at large of the socialist common- 
wealth than a hod carrier? 

Rol>ert Blatchford in his reply to the Pope's 
Encyclical quotes Herbert Spencer "All men 
have equal rights to the use of the earth" 
and proceeded 10 stale the following as a 
fact. So that he who possesses land, possesses 
that to which ne has no right, and he who 
invests his savings in land, becomes a pur- 
chaser of stolen property. It took the sav- 
ings of years of hard labor as wageslave on 
toy part to buy a piece of wild land from the 
I'nited States < iovernment. It took me years 
of hard labor to clear it and now I am in- 
formed that I am a purchaser of stolen prop- 
erty. What will the socialist state do with 
me as the case stands? Will the farmers of 
the United States that are guilty* to the 
same extent get a pardon? I do know that 
any amount of 2 dollars per day wageslaves 
have made their living with less hard work 
until I became able to have a slave, now I 
manage to live off his labor. 

Hev. Heath in his World Crisis revealed the 
fact that there are human beings that act- 
ually hate god they must be Christians that 
have some fault to find with a perfect crea- 
tion. Freethinkers say they don't know any- 
thing about god, they can't hate something 
they don't know anything about. It would 
be quite interesting if Rev. Heath or any of 
them that know as much about god and the 
Christian religion would condescend to explain 
to the ignorant Freethinkers why Christian 
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schools don't tcneh their seholarH geeology 
the same as their rule and guide of faith 
does? If the earth aliout six thousand 
years old, and i he whole shooting match was 
created in six days and we have to keep 
Sunday 60 account of that six day feature it 
is evident to an ignorant Freethinker even, 
that geology as taught in Christian* schools 
must be a lie and very misleading and es- 
pecially when the Christian people are de- 
termined to enforce the strict observance of 
Sunday. 

If the .laps would teach GcologJ the way 

it is taught in Christian id N. I could M 

count for it easy enough, because they have 
not accepted the rule and guide of faith, and 
consequently got on the wrong track. That's 
why they don't know anything about Sun- 
day. But in regard to the Christian schools 
it is a pu/.zle to me. f have asked a number 
of church members but it seems to puzzle 
them just as mucu. This faith does not 
seem competent to explain that. Since the 
Christian people have the power to enforce 
Sunday Laws, are they unable to compel their 
own school teachers to stop teaching lies in 
Omlogy .-M. ft CALK K. 



Some Sound Advice. 

SHENANDOAH. IOWA. — I am much 
pleased with tue last numbers of your pa- 
per, beginning with the Thomas Paine Me- 
morial edition. 1 too believe that some 
other name would be better for your valuable 
paper. I also agree with C. Am.uy 3Wv«M 
that there is a possible good derived from a 
mild superstition in cases of the mentally 
weak and consequently the liberals should be 
careful to whom they expound their solid 
fafltfl, as th.-y may do some harm as well as 
a great deal of good but as a whole I believe 
in the spreading of a liberal creed. En- 
closed you will und a clipping from one of our 
town papers, which was written by one of 
my good friends, who by the way is a liberal 
writer of no mean pretensions, Mr. A. S. 
Bailey. I hope you may see nt to publish 
the same in tho Blue Crass Blade as I think 
that the subject treated is one of great im- 
portance.— (J. R LeBARRON. 

1 

It Is Simply Fine. 

VERSAILLES, IxY.— The Blade is simply 
fine and I hope it will go to the ends of the 
earth.-JOSEIMIINE K. HENRY. 



Simply Delighted. 

CIIICACO, ILL. — I am more than delighted 
with tho Blade in its new form, and the 
correction of errors are | gffftl help, ami ier 
tainly wish you all the success you deserve. 

E. F.CREEVY. 



Who's Afraid? 

MKOLINE, KANSAS.-I have been taking 



I lie I'lade for ■ number of years, must say 
it gets better with every number. Especially 
Iti new dread which is all that could be 
a-ked for. Xow it seems to me th.it every 
body is afr»id of their other half or the 
Almighty dollar, as I can't get a single sub 
ieri)*r. Here are a few names. 

ELLA P. HUNT. 



Likes The Portraits. 

LANCASTER O.— Will send you a short 
Epistle in regard to the improvement of the 
Blue Crass Blade. It suits my taste to a 
dot. I hope through the Portraits on the 
Ural page to get you one or more to take the 
Periodical. I will enclose a post office money 
order to set my date 12 months in the fu- 
ture. Have you, or, can you get it for me. 
Lift of Jesus by Ernest Renan. 

S. C. FOCLESONG. 



Wants Kidder's Works. 

WILBUftTON, LA.— Will you please tell me 
when I can get the following "Virgin Mary" 
"Methodism" and "Sacrament." I think they 
are the works of Crier Kidder. 

HAZEL PUTNAM. 



Going to Haveit bound. 

( II A TTANnocA, TENN. — I like the Blade 
now better than ever. You now have it in 
book form. That is the way I have wanted 
it to be for several years. I am going to 
save all of my papers, for a year and have 
than Bound in a book for a reference. Am 
pleased to see a picture of some noted free 
thinker in every paper. That is good. Keep 
it up. I don't see ^ny more of Bro. Wilson's 
writings in the paper. — ARTHCR STONE. 



Where the Blade Helps! 

MAZOMAME, WIS.— The new arrange- 
ment of your publication is such as I have 
always hoped lor. I am a reader of the 
"Blade" but not a subscriber at present but 
intend to subscribe in the future. One day 
I entered the work shop of a harness maker 
and observed a copy of the "Blade" on the 
bench. Knowing how many people are pre- 
judiced I asked him if it did not hurt his 
hoiitt + n . He replied "no it helps my trade." 
I. ut this is only one of the many thousand 
ways in which tho good old "Blade" has 
helped.— EDWARD J. PARTRIDGE. 



Two Pleased Subscribers. 

BRUNSWICK, MAINE. — I am behind some 
weeks to the Blade. Please let me know how 
I stand on your books. If I owe you anything 
it shall be paid forthwith. As a starter ac- 
cept this check. 

I am delighted with the Blade, both its 
form and contents as I always was. I expect 



to take the Blue Crass Blade as long as I 
live if 1 can get the cash to pay for it. 

1 like this form. It is really better than 
the "Blanket" (is that what it is called?) 
form. But I was used to the old and could 
Inn lie it easy. Mr. Ham wants me to Bay 
that you will hear from him soon. 

I. 8. CURTIS. 



Marriage and Divorce 

by 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

of 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 

Thousands of copies ot this up-to-date 
pamphlet are now in circulation in the 
United States and England. It treats in 
forcible style of the most important prob- 
lem before the American people. It should 
be read by both married and single, by all 
men and women who desire domestic 
conditions. 

All orders promptly filled by the author. 
1 Copy 25 Cents. 5 Copies One Dollar. 



RAILWAY MEN, ATTENTION I 

If you need a Watch to meet the new re- 
quirements of the Railway Service, study well 
and compare prices of these (18 sise) lever- 
set Watches: HAMPDEN, 'Special Railway" 
23 jewels. $26; "NEW RAILWAY," 23 jewels, 
$29; "CRESCENT STR." 21 jewels, $22,50; 
same, 19 jewels, $20; "845" new model, 21 
jewels, $16; ELGIN: "Veritas," 23 jewels. 
$29; "Father Time, 21 jewel*. $22.50; "B. 
W. Raymond," 19 jewels, $20; some, 17 jew- 
els. $18.50. All tha above in 3 or 4 ounce Sil- 
verine Screw Case, prepaid, with guarantee 
that each watch is latest improved of grade 
specified, new and perfect, and will pass 
rigid railway inspection. In gold filled cases, 
guaranteed by manufacturers for 25 years, 
$5 more. Have advertised' in this paper 
since flr<t issue. 

DIAMONDS, PEARLS, OPALS, ETC. 

I am an expert in this line and will save 
you 20 per cent if you will order of me. En- 
gagement and wedding rings a specialty. 

Send for price list of watches not listed 
above, Jewelry, Freethought Badges. Ingersoll 
Spoons, Rings. Silver and Plated Ware.. Op- 
tical Coods, and my Tract, "Theism In The 
Crucible" free. 

OT IO WETTSTEIN, 
LaGrange, Cook County 
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Three of WINWOOD READE'S 
Celeb rated W orks. 

Martyrdom of Man. 

NOW IN ITS TWELFTH EDITION. 

TM* book ba v. ry Interestingly pictured synopsis of universal htetory. 
showing what the race has undemon. -its martyrdom— In It* rise to its pres- 
SSl .lane It shows now war un.l rvltirion have been oppressive factors 
in the Sniggle tor liberty, tod the last chapter, of some 150 
Dace*. de«cribe!« his Intellectual struggle from the annual pe- 
Hal of the earth to the preaent. adding an outline of what the 
author conceives would be a religion of reu*on and love. 

CLOTH, $1.00. 



The Outcast 

Is a Freethought Novel of great II 
and Superstition that exists in the 
of a Mlnietef who >\tu> batMBl ei 
8upei>mi<>n. 

ClotK, 75c. nets 



&e. lOc. 




THE VEIL OF ISIS, OR THE 

teries o( me Drains. 

This interesting work giveeavery clear and accurate ac- 
count of the earliest formation of Religion and Freemasonry. 
Msnv of the Ancient rites und mystenou* ceremonies thut are 
used by the Churches and Masonic orders, are here giveu 
in detail and shows conclusively bow they originated 

ClotH. $1.00 net 1 postage. 14c. 



FLORIDA AND without 
NEW ORLEANS « 



1 VIA 



QUEEN 8 CRESCENT ROUTE 

Winter Tourist Tickets gJfc^&SS 



..d till of fcoleb .adn M 

a. c. usq. c 1. 0 t. a, 111 «n» a. 



Get in line. Join the Army of Blade 
readers. 



DOG FFNNEL 



Id 



THE ORIENT 

by 



When a voung man the author had started 
out to walk through the Holy Lands on foot. 
Beaching Paris he gave up the journey and 
ntUIHij home. He made the trip by rmil 
and boat about three years before his death. 
This book gives an account of what he aaw 
and explodes numerous Christian myths. It 
is especially suitable for a present. 
Cloth Bound, 350 Pages. Postpaid |x.a 5 . 

No Freethinker should be without it. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 



A TRIP TO ROME 

oy 

DR. J. B. WILSON. 

The International Congress of Freethinkers 
was held in the City of Rome, Italy, Sep- 
tember 21, 11)04. The author attended thst 
congress as the American delegate. It is an 
account of travel and personal experiences 
ihat han received an universal encomium from 
pres. and people. In it religious dogmas and 
tales of priestly fiction are ruthlessly ex- 
cised while the general style is without com- 
parison in American literature of travel. 

Cloth bound, 360 pages, 



Address orders to 

BLUE GRASS BLADK. 
Lexington, Ky. 



The Virgin oMary 

By M. Grier Kidder 



This article fir.t appeared in the columns 
of the Blade and Kditor Moore and James 
E, Hughes' were indicted by the federal 
Grand jury at Louisville for sending ob 
scene matter through the mails. The prose- 
cution was dismissed. The article was then 
republished in the Blade and later put into 
pamphlet form. Thousands of copies have 
been sold. It is a useful 
ment. Full of humor am 
Twelve copies for $1.00 
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